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SITA SIGNS EXCLUSIVE AGREEMENT WITH LEADING 
GLOBAL ANAEROBIC DIGESTION TECHNOLOGY PROVIDER 

 
SITA Environmental Solutions (SITA) has entered into an exclusive agreement with Organic Waste 
Systems (OWS) in order to deliver anaerobic digestion solutions in Australia as an add-on option to its 
composting & recycling facilities. OWS is a world leader in the design and construction of anaerobic 
digestion plants and holds the patent for the DRANCO anaerobic digestion process.  
 
SITA finalised the agreement with OWS after conducting due diligence to confirm the reliability of the 
technology and process. The DRANCO process is a proven technology for the digestion of household 
and C&I organic waste streams. The first full-scale plant was put into operation in 1992 to process MSW 
and is still operating. Since then, more than 20 other installations have been constructed in Europe and 
Asia, treating both source separated and mixed organic feedstocks. OWS installations range in capacity 
from 15,000 to 150,000 tonnes per annum. 
 
The DRANCO process involves a single-phase digestion in a vertical fermenter with intensive recycling 
of digestate. Advantages of the DRANCO digestion system include: 
• produces an energy-rich biogas, which is then converted into renewable energy (electricity and heat); 
• no settling of sediments or crust formation due to high solids digestion. 
• no mixing equipment or moving parts in the digester, which enhances plant availability and reliability; 

and 
• minimal or no waste water production. 
 
SITA is renowned as a technology optimizer for the acceptance and processing of organic feedstocks, 
whether they are of mixed or source-separated origin.  SITA offers its customers a tailored solution that 
meets their desired process outcomes.  The exclusive agreement with OWS in Australia allows SITA to 
expand upon its recovery platform to offer green energy to both our current and future customers, and 
underpins SITA’s commitment to the delivery of reliable advanced resource recovery technologies.  
 
As Australia’s market leader in the provision of advanced resource recovery facilities, SITA currently 
owns and operates six such facilities around the country, four of which process MSW.  The facilities 
accept the full range of solid municipal and C&I organic feedstocks and process into valuable products.   
 
- ENDS - 
 
For further information contact: 
Simon Gardner Lee, General Manager – Marketing & Strategy 0419 561 197 or 02 8754 0105 
 
SITA Environmental Solutions, Frost & Sullivan’s Asia-Pacific 2009 Waste Management Company of the Year, is  a SUEZ 
ENVIRONNEMENT and Sembcorp Environment joint venture, provides weekly services to over 43,000 commercial and industrial clients and 
more than 3 million residents across Australia. SITA’s services include domestic, commercial & industrial waste collection; waste assessments; 
resource recovery and recycling options; processing of organic materials into compost; renewable energy facilities; hygiene services; waste 
treatment; and product destruction. More information on SITA’s services can be obtained by calling 13 13 35 or visit www.sita.com.au 
 
SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT 
Natural resources are not infinite. Each day, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT (Paris: SEV, Brussels: SEVB) and its subsidiaries deal with the 
challenge to protect resources by providing innovative solutions to industry and to millions of people. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT supplies 
drinking water to 76 million people, provides wastewater treatment services for 44 million people, and collects the waste produced by 51 million 
people. With 65,400 employees, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT is the world's leading pure player in environmental services, present on five 
continents. In 2008, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT reported revenues of 12.4 billion euros. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT is a 35%-owned subsidiary 
of GDF SUEZ. 

 


