
MEDIA RELEASE  
AUGUST 17 2009 

 
Penrith and Liverpool 

lead the recycling evolution 
 
In yet another key milestone, SITA Environmental Solutions (SITA) began full operations at its SAWT Advanced 
Resource Recovery facility in Kemps Creek on August 3, taking over 260 tonnes of food and garden organics and 
municipal solid waste (MSW) from the Penrith and Liverpool Council areas. 
 
On day one of operations the facility received over 130 tonnes collected through the new source-separated 
organics service for Penrith City Council, with another 130 tonnes of MSW received and processed from Liverpool 
City Council. 
 
SITA’s SAWT facility is the largest source separated and mixed stream processing and composting plant in 
Australia, and has the capacity to accept 134,000 tonnes of waste annually, diverting up to 78% from landfill. The 
greenhouse emissions avoided by recycling organic and other waste at the new plant - rather than letting it 
decompose in a landfill - is 75,000 tonnes, the equivalent of taking 19,000 cars off the road each year. 
 
Andrew Kosciuszko, SITA’s NSW Post Collections Manager, said “We had a great trouble-free start to full 
operations.”   
 
“All materials received at the facility yesterday were smoothly processed through the sorting and processing lines.”  

“The commissioning phase in July perfected the receival and processing operations as we received all of 
Liverpool’s MSW during the month, and utilising the technology we’ve implemented saw 1006 tonnes of general 
household waste diverted from landfill during this period,” said Mr Kosciuszko. 

Penrith City Council residents will benefit two-fold from the new service as the compost derived from the residential 
food and garden organics recycled will go back to the Council area to help rejuvenate sporting fields and public 
landscaped venues. 
 
Penrith City Council General Manager, Mr Alan Stoneham, said “The new service will provide Penrith Residents 
with an efficient cost effective waste collection service. Not only will the service be cost effective through the lower 
costs of processing food and greenwaste, but also reduce our greenhouse gas emission by 18,000 carbon 
equivalent tonnes per annum. 
 
We will be topdressing 20 sporting fields this year with composted organics, a win-win for the City.” 

Liverpool City Mayor Wendy Waller, said the new waste service with SITA, which commenced at the end of 
June, has already seen a significant increase in Liverpool City’s landfill diversion rate. 

“With the assistance of SITA SAWT, Liverpool City Council has diverted a total of 4020 tonnes of waste including 
recyclables from landfill, increasing our diversion rate from 14 per cent to 80 per cent for the month of July,” said 
Mayor Wendy Waller. 

The composting process uses proven robust technology and offers holistic solutions for councils.  The SAWT 
facility is made up of two processing lines within one building, converting MSW contained in the mixed bin 
(Liverpool City Council), and the food and garden organics from the source-separated organics bin (Penrith City 
Council) into compost and mulch products, as well as recovering valuable resources such as aluminium and steel. 
 
SITA is also the head contractor for Liverpool’s garden organics resource recovery. The contract began on June 
29, 2009. 
 
SITA won the ‘Leadership in the Recycled Organics Industry’ major award at the 2009 NSW Compost Leadership 
Awards in June for its SAWT facility. 
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SITA Environmental Solutions, a SUEZ Environment subsidiary, provides weekly services to over 43,000 commercial and 
industrial clients and more than 2.98 million people across Australia.  SITA’s services include domestic, commercial & industrial 
waste collection; waste assessments; resource recovery and recycling options; processing of organic materials into compost; 
renewable energy facilities; hygiene services; waste treatment; and product destruction. More information on SITA’s services 
can be obtained by calling 13 13 35 or visit www.sita.com.au 
 
SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT. Natural resources are not infinite. Each day, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT (Paris: SEV, Brussels: 
SEVB) and its affiliates deal with the challenge to protect resources by providing innovative solutions to industry and to millions 
of people. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT supplies drinking water to 76 million people, provides wastewater treatment services for 
44 million people, and collects the waste produced by 60 million people. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT has 65,400 employees and, 
with a presence on all five continents, is a world leader exclusively dedicated to water and waste management services. In 
2008, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT reported revenues of 12.4 billion euros. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT is a 35%-owned subsidiary 
of GDF SUEZ. 
 
 


